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RELATING TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.  

 

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Committee.  The Hawaii Community 

Development Authority (HCDA) supports SB 140, SD 2, HD 2, which requires the HCDA to 

develop a transit-oriented development zone program to facilitate the development of 

infrastructure in support of transit-oriented development (TOD). 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this bill. 
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Testimony of 
SUZANNE D. CASE 

Chairperson 
 

Before the House Committee on 
FINANCE 

 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

1:30 PM 
State Capitol, Via Videoconference, Conference Room 308 

 
In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 140, SENATE DRAFT 2, HOUSE DRAFT 2 
RELATING TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
Senate Bill 140, Senate Draft 2, House Draft 2 proposes to require the Hawaii Community 
Development Authority (HCDA) to develop a transit-oriented development (TOD) zone 
improvement program.  The measure also proposes to amend the membership of the authority for 
matters affecting TOD zones, and authorize the HCDA to establish TOD zones for lands within 
county designated TOD zones or within a one-half mile radius around fixed transit stations.  The 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure. 
 
The Department has four parcels adjacent or in close proximity to the Keone`ae rail station in East 
Kapolei which could be benefitted by this measure. The Department’s objective is to lease the 
parcels to generate critically needed income to support the Department’s natural resource 
management and protection programs. Planned uses for the parcels include commercial, retail, 
office, light industrial, mixed use and affordable housing purposes. Additionally, the East Kapolei 
Neighborhood TOD Plan has accepted the Department’s proposed uses for the parcels.  In order 
to successfully develop and utilize these parcels, infrastructure would need to be developed at 
significant cost.  The Department is committed to working collaboratively with other stakeholder 
agencies to address infrastructure needs in a collaborative and cost-effective manner.  The 
Department believes that this measure could potentially contribute significantly to that objective 
and offers its support. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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Circles represent 1/2 radius around rail stations where TOD (Transit Oriented 
Development) planned along the 21 mile rail route from Kapolei to Ala Moana Center
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cory Harden Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha legislators, 
I stongly oppose SB 140. 
It is bad planning to have TOD Plans passed by county councils supersede zoning, 
O`ahu Development or Sustainable Communities Plans, and County General Plans. 
 Taxes would also go up on real property in TOD zones, which could drive out 
affordable housing. 
 mahalo, 
Cory Harden 
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Max Towey Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I think that there is a danger that this will negativly impact affordable housing. We need 
to prioritize affordable house and not create loopholes. Thank you. 
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